1.  Should minor children be added to disso cases at the commencement of the dissolution?  Or, wait until they are covered under the provisions of a protection order?

Janet Skreen, AOC Sr. Court Program Analyst (Family Law/Juvenile), said it is appropriate to enter them at the commencement of the proceedings, even when they are not covered under the provisions of a protection order.  This is because some restrictions affecting minors may appear in a restraining order that does not give rise to the level of a protection order, or restraints in a parenting plan. This information is beneficial to judicial officers.

Fawn Opp, AOC Court Business Analyst:  If the case is filed as a DIC (Dissolution with Children), the children should be entered when the case is filed (at commencement of proceedings).
[bookmark: P1610_81850]Lori Murphy, AOC Court Business Analyst, provided this information:
[bookmark: P1610_81858]Excerpt from JIS Online Manual > Case Initiation > JIS Case Processing (Superior Courts) > Non-Criminal Cases > When To Add Family Household Members and Minor Children to a Case
	Family household members and minor children should be added to a case when they are named in the title of the case, or protected by the order.
[bookmark: P1613_82612]RCW 26.50.020(2)-(4) allows a person age 18 or over to petition for a domestic violence protection order. A person age 16 to 18 may petition directly for a domestic violence protection order without a parent or guardian. According to the Sexual Assault Protection Order Act (Chapter 138, Laws of 2006), a person age 16 to 18 may petition directly for a sexual assault protection order without a parent or guardian. RCW 10.14.040 allows a parent or guardian of a person under age 18 to petition for an order of protection in an unlawful harassment case.


If a minor is listed in the case caption along with a parent use the case participant code of PET or RSP for that minor person. If a minor is not listed in the case caption but is named in a protection-type order, use the case participant code MNR for that person. (If preferred, use FHM instead of MNR. FHM parties are not copied to the SCOMIS Names screen.)
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2.  Should minor children be added to JIS as MNR or FHM?  

Janet’s recommendation is use MNR to enter the names of the children issue of the marriage/partnership.  Use FHM for minor stepchildren who are living in the home and for any other adult living in the home. 
With the change in GR31, many courts are now adding the children as MNR.  Recently I polled the clerks on this issue.  The results statewide were 50/50.
The MNR connection code in a Probate/Guardianship case results in the verbiage GUARDIANSHIP on the calendar instead of the participant's name.

3.  When do we use FML (Family Member)?

Family Member (FML) is a SCOMIS only Connection Code.  This code is used for Unified Family Courts to identify and track cases within that family court.  Enter the name followed by the case number of the associated case.  Agreed.

4.  Is there any restriction for displaying a minor child’s name on a SCOMIS label?
I couldn’t find anything on this, but my comment is – if the minor’s name is on the name screen in SCOMIS, it’s okay to have it on the label .

GR 22 provides that a minor’s SSN or DOB should be restricted.  Agreed.

There used to be a provision in GR 31 that restricted names of minor children to their initials only.  That provision was removed (?in 2006) and is no longer a part of GR 31.  
There is nothing I read that restricts a minor’s name from appearing in JIS/SCOMIS.  
Agreed.  As stated in #2 above, approximately 50% of the courts are still following the practice of entering minor children in Case Type 2 & 3 as FHM to prevent them from showing up on the SCOMIS label, calendar, and Search Index.

I cannot find anything that would limit the name of a minor from appearing in a search.




I added three cases to JIS/SCOMIS.

First Case:  Using Minor (MNR) Participant/Connection Code.

a.  The children’s names appear on the SCOMIS Names Screen:
[image: ]

b.  The children’s names do not appear on the calendar (see calendar attached.)

c.  The children’s name appear as results of a JABS Person Search.  When you select the Minor’s name, the code MNR appears in the Party column. 

[image: ]



d.  The children’s names appear as the result of using the SEARCH INDEX command in SCOMIS.  The Connection Code i identifies the name of a minor.

[image: ]




Second Case:  Using Family Household Member Participant Code to enter the children.

a.  The children’s names do not appear on the SCOMIS Names Screen:
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b.  The children’s names do not appear on the calendar (see attached).

c.  The children’s name appear as results of a JABS Person Search.  
[image: ]
When you select the child’s name, the code FHM appears in the Party column. [image: ]

d.  The children’s names DO NOT appear as the result of using the SEARCH INDEX command in SCOMIS.  
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Third Case:  Using Family Member to enter the children.
Family Member (FML) is a SCOMIS only Connection Code.  The Notes attached to that Connection Code reflect that it is to be used for Family Court cases to identify and track cases for Family Court.  The name is entered, following by the case number .

a.  The children’s names do not appear on the SCOMIS Names Screen:

[image: ]

b.  The children’s names DO NOT appear as results of a JABS Person Search.  

[image: ]

c.  The children’s names DO NOT appear as the result of using the SEARCH INDEX command in SCOMIS.  

[image: ]

If I follow the instructions for using the Family Member Connection Code in SCOMIS I am violating the instructions set out in the Notes section to attach it to a Family Court case because I have no Family Court case.  
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