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621 8th Avenue SE, Suite 409, P.O. Box 40944, Olympia, WA  98504-0944

Phone: (360) 753-6197  *  Fax: (360) 586-0886

To: 
Victim Impact Panel (VIP) Designated Facilitators

From: 
Shelly Baldwin, Washington Traffic Safety Commission (WTSC)
RE: 
Certifying for the VIP Registry

Date:
 July 19, 2011

A new law* asked the Washington Traffic Safety Commission to maintain a registry of qualified Victim Impact Panels (VIP).  The new law also sets minimum requirements for VIPs.  If your panel meets the new requirements, you will be able to certify that it does and be included on WTSC’s registry.
I am in the process of creating a form that can be filled out by you as the designated facilitator.  This form will allow you to certify that your VIP meets the minimum standards required by law.  When the form is complete, it will be available on our web site.  You will be able to download it, fill it out, and sign it.  You will need to mail and email a copy to the WTSC.

When we receive your certification form, we will add your VIP to the registry.  Courts that choose to use our registry will be able to access it via our website.

Any VIP certification form that you may have seen is only a DRAFT.  I will not accept draft forms, or forms created by anyone other than the WTSC. Only the forms that are downloaded from our website will be accepted.  This form is not available yet, but I will let you know as soon as it is.

Please note.  Under the new law:

· Courts are not required to use the WTSC registry.

· A Court may use a VIP that is not on the WTSC registry as long as the VIP meets the minimum requirements for a VIP in the new law. How the court determines that a VIP panel meets the minimum standards is up to the court.

· There is no language that requires either the WTSC or the court to “certify” a VIP.  If a panel’s designated facilitator self-certifies, WTSC will place their information on the registry.  WTSC will not be responsible for certifying the panels.
Please contact me at sbaldwin@wtsc.wa.gov if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Shelly Baldwin, Program Manager, Washington Traffic Safety Commission

*House Bill 1789 (http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1789)
