March 27, 2006
Greetings one and all!  We hope the start of Spring finds you all well and happy.

As most of you know, Tandra Schwamberg of Bellevue and Debbie Yonaka of Chelan County, as representatives of MCA, wrote a letter itemizing concerns and complaints to the Washington DOC Interstate Compact Unit (ICS).  We had what we felt was a very productive first meeting with the new ICS manager, Carrie Trogdon-Oster.  (Doreen Geiger has been reassigned within DOC, but currently remains Washington’s commissioner to national.)  Thus, Ms. Trogdon-Oster is now our main contact.  She will be providing the presentation on ICAOS at our MCA Spring conference.

The ICS, in an attempt to improve communications, has agreed to publish a quarterly bulletin.  Attached to this mailing is the first.  A couple of things to highlight and draw your attention:


1.
The listing of eligible misdemeanor offenses is now under review



first by MCA, then likely the judges and the attorney general.  We will be 


going through that list in the hopes of deleting some, and probably adding.  

Any comments or suggestions should be directed to Tandra or Debbie.


2.
Travel Permits – Unless an offender is actually relocating or returning



to the state of residence at the time of our sentencing, we do not issue.



Our offenders can travel on work, business or vacation freely, unless



they will be gone 90 days or more. Then it is considered a relocation



and a formal transfer request must be made.


3.
It is not the ICS’s responsibility to babysit us.  We now have full



responsibility to keep ourselves up to date on any changes to ICAOS.



As pointed out in the quarterly, you should visit the ICAOS website



regularly to receive notice of revised forms, changes in rules, advisory



legal opinions, etc.  Taking on this responsibility individually will avoid



surprises and delays in transfer requests.  Note:  There are revisions



to some of the forms, and new rules took effect in January.



The new rule changes will be addressed at the MCA conference.  Also,


the changes will be listed on the AOC website for courts.


4.
Retro Cases:  These are those offenders who were already residing



in another state when Washington’s law was passed.  These cases



should have already been processed as we are quickly approaching the



one year mark.  We suspect the Washington ICS will be imposing a 


deadline, if they haven’t already.  There will likely be more on this later.


5.
The ICS has asked that we convey to you that we should not rely on local 


DOC offices for help in ICAOS transfers.  Any issues should be taken 


directly to the ICS.  The ICS staff person responsible for all outgoing 


transfer requests from Washington is Gordy Ouellette (360) 725-8727 





gwouellette@doc1.wa.us

Please take some time to read the Quarterly.  If you have questions or concerns that remain, please pass them on to Tandra or Debbie.  We would like to make a concerted effort to address and clarify those concerns, find resolution, and share our findings to all of you.  We anticipate some very lively discussions at the Spring Conference!

Thanks to all of you who have already supplied us with concerns and issues.  Your input has been very helpful in getting these issues addressed.

Hope to see most of you at the conference!

Tandra Schwamberg, Manager


Deborah Yonaka

Bellevue Municipal Probation Division

Chelan County DC Probation

tschwamberg@ci.bellevue.wa.us
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