
Public Access to Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Case Records  

 
Overview  

Public access to case records in courts of 
limited jurisdiction is governed by GR 31 and 
by common law: GR 31 states that court 
records are presumptively open.  
Common law establishes a general right of 
public access to judicial records (Cowles 
Publ’g Co. v. Murphy, 96 Wn.2d 584, 588, 637 
P.2d 966 (1981)).  

 

 
JIS Data Dissemination (DD) Policy  

The DD Policy governs the release of 
information from the statewide Judicial 
Information System (JIS) only. The same 
information should be available from JIS and 
from a file maintained by the local court. 
However, compiled screens in the JIS, which 
contain information from more than one case 
or more than one court, are generally not 
available to the public. The “DCH” (defendant 
case history) screen is not available for 
public access but is available to the 
defendant or his designee. §§ III.A.3 & 
III.B.4. 

 

 
Personal Identifiers  

• Social Security Numbers 
• Driver’s License Numbers 
• Financial Account   
      Numbers 

GR 31(e)(1) requires that these be redacted 
by the parties.   
GR 31(e)(2) states that the Court or the Clerk 
will not review each pleading for compliance. 
If a pleading is filed without redaction, the 
opposing party or identified person may move 
the Court to order redaction.  

 

 
Time Frame for Responses  

Courts should respond promptly to requests.  
No specific response time is provided by rule 
or statute.  
The Supreme Court found in Nast v. Michels, 
107 Wn.2d 300, 308, 730 P.2d 54 (1986), that 
under the particular circumstances of that 
case, a “procedurally implemented 1–day 
turnaround time” for access to court case files 
was too long.   

 

 
 

Conditions for Release of Public Court Records  
A fee may not be charged to view court records at the courthouse. GR 31(d)(3).    

There is no provision that requires courts to inquire about the purpose for the disclosure or that 
requires the request to be in writing.  
 

 
 

NOTE: While the Administrative Office of the Courts hopes this information is of assistance to courts, each 
court must make its own final decision regarding what records to release. For questions about this card, 
please contact AOC’s Data Dissemination Administrator at 360-705-5315.   
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